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With shifting consumer
demands, Ruchir Bhatnagar,
Executive Vice-President of
Customer Development at
Colgate-Palmolive (India),
spoke to businessline on the
changing landscape in oral
hygiene, swift increase in
quick commerce and the
demand slowdown across
fast-moving consumer goods. 

Edited excerpts:

As Colgate-Palmolive
incorporates latest
technology to understand
consumer trends, can you
provide insights into the
changes you are seeing in
the oral hygiene sector?
At the entry-level of the price
points, there are consumers
who are intermittent users of
the category or are pressed for
money, and therefore they
restrict themselves to a ₹10 or
₹20 product range, but they
also want multiple
assortments in that range.
From a time when any ₹10
product would be fine, to a
time that my ₹10 product
needs to be present — that’s a
big change we are seeing. 

This is impacting both rural
and urban India. Unlocking
the capability and the ability to
make sure that 4-5 right
products are present not only
frees up the capital but also
allows us to capitalise on
market share and business
opportunities with the
consumer.

Over the last couple of
years, we have seen almost
every single State increase the
penetration in oral care to
near-universal household
penetration in the category,
which was not the case a
couple of years ago. 

Consumers today want
solutions that are suited to
their needs. People are okay
with having multiple products
in their house that may suit the
many members of the
household. And businesses are
expected to cater to them. The
mega trends emerging in the
oral hygiene space are
multi-benefit, holistic
well-being and whitening
benefits, which almost every
consumer is looking for.

With consumers opting
for personalised,
tailor-made oral hygiene
products, are you seeing
an uptick in your
initiative of brushing
twice a day?
Brushing twice a day is a long
drawn-out phenomenon. It
takes a lot of behavioural and
attitude change, which we are
trying to make by constantly
driving the message across to
the right set of consumers. 

Our ‘brush-twice-a-day’
initiatives are restricted to the
urban areas where the

category is well adopted. We are
also working closely with our
modern trade partners to make
sure that we do in-store
initiatives to remind people to
brush twice every day. 

It is too early to say whether
these initiatives are giving results
or not. But if one consistently
sticks with the idea, with the
overall wellness being on top of
the minds of consumers, it will
catch up.

FMCG companies have seen
a rapid uptick in quick
commerce. How was the
growth for you?
Quick commerce is one of the
flag bearers of growth, not just in
the Colgate ecosystem but also
within the new retail segment,
which is modern trade and
e-commerce put together. In a
short span of two years, quick
commerce has become almost 30

per cent of our e-commerce
business. 

E-commerce already
contributes in high single-digits
to our overall sales. These
numbers are even higher in
highly penetrated pin codes like
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Mumbai
and Delhi. 

Quick commerce has very high
front-end interfaces. It allows
you to not just provide the
product a consumer is looking
for but also gives them options.
We are realising that, as you o�er
the power of choice to the
consumer, they end up buying a
di�erent assortment on quick
commerce platforms than what
they would have bought in a
mom-and-pop store.

We have partnered with quick
commerce platforms to create
and launch new brands and also
drive awareness about new
brands. Recently, one of our

launches did well on a quick
commerce platform purely
because we were able to o�er it to
the right set of consumers
immediately. We have a product
called ‘Visible White Purple’. It’s
a purple colour toothpaste that
gives you a whitened pair of teeth
in the first use. That resonated
well with our quick commerce
consumers because they are
high-end premium consumers
who are willing to try things out.

A demand slowdown in the
domestic market has been
flagged by FMCG
companies. Colgate-
Palmolive in its quarterly
result pointed out “di�cult
market conditions”. Are you
seeing pressure in the
purchasing pattern of
consumers?
We have started to see that
impact happen both in urban and
rural markets. Consumers
exercise their choices upwards or
downwards from our product
portfolio depending upon their
economic situation, and we
started to see that impact. 

Almost across all types of retail
environments, whether it is
traditional or modern trade, we
started to see some bit of impact
of a slowdown coming. We have
started to take corrective
measures to make sure that we do
the right things by driving the
right portfolio and mixing our
assortment in the right direction
so that we continue to meet the
needs of consumers.

Aroosa Ahmed 
Mumbai
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Q-commerce is one of the flag-bearers of our
growth: Colgate-Palmolive’s Ruchir Bhatnagar

As you provide the power
of choice to consumers,
they end up buying a
different assortment on
q-comm platforms than
what they would have
bought in a
mom-and-pop store
RUCHIR BHATNAGAR

Executive V-P, Customer Development,

Colgate-Palmolive
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Negotiations for the pro-
posed India-UK Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) may have
entered the slow lane with
the UK’s new Labour Party
“more focused” on protect-
ing the interests of its do-
mestic constituency and In-
dia too weighing its
commitments more care-
fully, sources said.

“Unlike the previous two
Diwalis, this year there has
not been much talk about Di-
wali deadlines to conclude
the India-UK FTA. The sense
of urgency has clearly dissip-
ated with the new Labour
government in the UK more
focused on protecting its
workers, spurring economic
activity and keeping inflation
low. While engagements on
the FTA are on, an end is not
in sight immediately,” an of-
ficial close to the develop-
ment told businessline.

India, too, is strategising
more on future FTAs, and an
active exercise is underway

to learn from the experi-
ences and mistakes of past
pacts to negotiate future
ones more e�ectively.

“India is fully engaged
with the UK on the proposed
FTA. But commitments will
only be taken when there is
absolute clarity about what it
could entail in the future and
that we are getting commen-
surate benefits,” another
source said.

There were hopes that the
FTA could be forged this year
but clearly the negotiations

are likely to spill over into
2025 and strong determina-
tion from both sides would
be needed for its conclusion,
the source added.

SPLATTERED FOCUS
The India-UK FTA talks,
aimed at doubling bilateral
trade to $100 billion by 2030,
were started under the Con-
servative government in
January 2022. Since the pact
has bipartisan support, the
Labour government, led by
Prime Minister Keir Starmer,

also expressed its keenness
for the pact.

“Our FTA negotiations are
the floor, not the ceiling, of
our ambitions to unlock our
shared potential and deliver
growth, from Bengaluru to
Birmingham. We have
shared interests on green
transition, new technolo-
gies, economic security and
global security,” UK Foreign
Secretary David Lammy said
ahead of his India visit in July
this year.

But the focus of the new
UK government on acceler-
ating economic activity, in-
creasing revenue earnings
and inflation control in the
unstable global environ-
ment, as reflected in its latest
Budget, has made it more fo-
cused on potential job losses
and a decline in manufactur-
ing activity due to FTAs giv-
ing more market access to
partner countries, the o�-
cial said.

“Till the UK government
is convinced that its market
gains in India will be sub-
stantial and it can convince
its domestic constituency of

the potential benefits, it
seems di�cult for a con-
sensus to be reached on di�-
cult issues holding back the
agreement,” the o�cial
added.

The UK had been asking
India for commitments to
bring down duties steeply in
sectors such as Scotch and
automobiles where import
duties in India are as high as
150 per cent and 100 per cent
(70 per cent for vehicles be-
low $40,000) respectively. It
also wants the liberalisation
of financial and legal ser-
vices, as well as stronger IPR
rules to provide additional
protection to pharmaceut-
ical majors.

India, on the other hand,
wants easier work visa
norms for its professionals,
which London is not ready to
commit to. 

“While both sides are op-
timistic about bilateral trade
doubling to $100 billion by
2030 ... neither seems to be
ready to make the kind of
compromises required to
give the pact a final push at
the moment,” he said.

India-UK FTA talks slow down as
both countries tread cautiously 
DISSIPATED DEADLINES. Negotiations to spill into 2025 as the nations struggle to find common ground

Amiti Sen
New Delhi

AT A CROSSROADS. The India-UK FTA talks aim to double
bilateral trade to $100 billion by 2030

TikTok's Canadian
business to wind up

Canada on Wednesday ordered
the wind up of TikTok's
business in the country citing
national security risks but
added the government was not
blocking Canadians’ access to
the short-video app or their
ability to create content. The
decision was based on the
information and evidence
collected by Canada’s security
and intelligence and
government partners.REUTERS

QUICKLY.

Bank of England cuts main
interest rate to 4.75% 

London: The Bank of England
cut its main interest rate by a
quarter of a percentage point
after inflation across the UK fell
below its target rate of 2 per
cent. In an announcement on
Thursday, the bank said its
rate-setting panel lowered the
benchmark rate to 4.75 per
cent. This is its second cut in
three months. PTI 

The Solar Energy Corpora-
tion of India (SECI) has
barred Reliance Power and
its subsidiary Reliance NU
BESS from participating in
tenders floated by the State-
run entity for 3 years.

The renewable energy im-
plementing agency (REIA),
in a notice on Wednesday,
said Reliance Power submit-
ted a fake bank guarantee in
the SECI tender for setting
up of the 1,000 megawatt
(MW)/2000 MW hour
(MWh) standalone BESS
(Battery Energy Storage Sys-
tem) project. The bid was un-
der the tari�-based compet-
itive bidding (TBCB).

FAKE DOCUMENTS
“Based on the examination
of documents submitted by
Maharashtra Energy Gener-
ation (the bidder), now
known as Reliance NU BESS
under the above RfS (request
for selection), it was dis-
covered that as per the
tender requirements, the en-
dorsement of the Bank Guar-
antee against EMD (issued
by a foreign Bank), as sub-
mitted by the bidder, was
fake. Since the above dis-

crepancy was discovered
subsequent to the e-Reverse
Auction, SECI was con-
strained to annul the tender-
ing process,” SECI said.

VIOLATED CONDITIONS
As per tender conditions,
submission of a fake docu-
ment to RfS rendered the
bidder eligible for de-
barment from future tenders
issued by SECI. 

The bidder, being a subsi-
diary of Reliance Power, had
met the Financial Qualifica-
tion Requirements using the
strength of its parent com-
pany, it added. 

Upon detailed examina-
tion of the matter, “it was
found logical to conclude
that all the commercial and
strategic decisions under-
taken by the bidder were fun-
damentally driven by the
parent company. Thus, it be-
came imperative to debar the
parent company from parti-
cipating in the future tenders
issued by SECI,” the com-
pany said.

In September, Reliance
Power said it had success-
fully secured a tender from
SECI for a BESS project of
500 MW/1000 MWh through
e-Reverse Auction (eRA),
marking a significant entry
into the renewable energy
and storage sector.

SECI bars Reliance Power,
arm from tenders for 3 years

Our Bureau
New Delhi

The world would be moving to a
much more integrated global
workplace prompting many coun-
tries, including the US, to make a
distinction in immigration and
mobility, External A�airs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar said here on
Thursday.

It will be the corporates that
will decide whether the talent
goes to the business or the busi-
ness goes to the talent, Jaishankar
said as he focused on the mobility
of talent and skills during a meet-
ing with CEOs and business lead-
ers in Australia.

“Even as there is a re-globalisa-
tion, or reworking of the current
architecture, apart from the tech-
nological changes, I think, the

demographic unevenness of the
world is beginning to bite us,”
Jaishankar, who is on a five-day of-
ficial visit to Australia, said. 

“Our robust business and in-
vestment linkages are key drivers
of our Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership,” he added. He also
participated in a discussion with
foreign a�airs and strategy ex-
perts at the Lowy Institute, an in-
dependent think tank in Sydney.

Press Trust of India 
Sydney

In Australia, Jaishankar meets CEOs and 
business leaders, underscores skill mobility



Q>r‘ X¡{ZH$ hoamëS>

_S>Jmd, {X.7 … H$mOwa - Ho$no
`oWrb gwXe©Z gm§ñH¥${VH$ `wdm
_§MÀ`m bú_rnwOZmoËgdmV
Am`mo{OV H$aÊ`mV Amboë`m
ApIb Jmodm \w$JS>r, EH$b Z¥Ë`
d g_yh Z¥Ë` ñnY}V KmoQ>dmS>m -
~oVmoS>mMm gmVoar H$bm g§K,
gmdS}>Mr {Z{H$Vm Ho$bJrar d
g_yh Z¥Ë` ñnY}V Am{ee S>mÝg
A°Ho$S>_rbm n{hbo ~{jg {_imbo.
bú_r nwOZmoËgd g_ma§^mV
_mOr Cn_w»`_§Ìr d ^mOnMo
àXoe CnmÜ`j M§ÐH$m §V (~m~y)
H$dioH$a à_wI nmhþUo åhUyZ
CnpñWV hmoVo. Ë`m§À`m hñVo `m
g_ma§ §^mV Iwembr JmdH$a ̀ m§Mm
gËH$ma H$aÊ`mV Ambm.   ñnY}Mm
g{dñVa {ZH$mb nwT>rbà_mUo …
n{hbo ~{jg- gmVoar H$bm g§K
(KmoQ>dmS>m - ~oVmoS>m), Xþgao -
lr H$m_mjr \w$JS>r nWH$ (Ho$ar
- [adU), {Vgao - XþJm ©Xodr
\w$JS>r nWH$ (AmJm|X), Mm¡Wo -

amIUXma \w$JS>r _§S>i ({dMw§Ðo -
ZoÌmdir), nmMdo - lr
_{„H$mOw©Z ZmJZmW gmVoar _§S>i
(_iH$U}), ghmdo - d¡OdmS>m
Jëg© (_moanrbm©). EH$b Z¥Ë`
ñnYm© … 
n{hbo ~{jg - {Z{H$Vm Ho$bJrar
(gmdS}>), Xþgao - {XË`m
{eadB©H$a (Ho$no), {Vgao -
A[a¨Obm MìhmU (dmñH$m o),
Mm¡Wo - dra dó (dmñH$m o).

g_yh Z¥Ë` ñnYm© … n{hbo -
Am{ee S>mÝg A°Ho$S>_r
(dmñH$m o), Xþgao - J±J `w{ZQ>r
J« wn, {Vgao - _hm_m`m J« wn
(_mñH$mdao), MmoWo -Apñ_Vm
J«wn (dmJmoUm - Imobm). gwXe©Z
gm§ñH¥${VH$ `wdm _§MV\}$ gmOam
H$aÊ`mV `oUmam
bú_rnwOZVmoËgd g§nyU© Jmoì`mV
à{gÕ AgyZ ̀ m CËgdmMo ̀ §XmMo
33 do df} Amho. `mnydu
_w»`_§Í`m§gh AZoH$ _mÝ`da
gh^mJr Pmbo AmhoV, Ago
H$dioH$a ̀ m§Zr ̀ mdoir gm§{JVbo.
H$mOya hm nydu Ho$no _VXmag§KmMm
^mJ hmoVm. ̀ m ̂ mJmMo à{V{ZYrËd
Am_XmaH$sÀ`m XmoZ  H$m`©H$mimV
AmnU Ho$bo hmoVo. nU, _VXmag§K
\o$aaMZo_wio H$mOya AmVm gm§Jo
_VXmag§KmMm ^mJ ~Zbm Amho.
VWm{n, Ho$no _VXmag§Kmer
H$mOya JmdmMm amOH$s` g§~§Y
Zgbm Var `m Jmdmer Amnbo
ñZoh~§Y H$m`_ AgyZ gwXe©Z
gm§ñH¥${VH$ `wdm _§Mbm Amnbo
Zoh_rM ghH$m`© Agob Ago
Ë`m§Zr gm§{JVbo. 

Q>r‘ X¡{ZH$ hoamëS>

dmñH$mo, {X.7 … nmo{bg
Agë`mMm ~hmUm H$ê$Z EH$
AkmV ì`º$sZo dmSo> `oWrb
gw{MVm ZmdmÀ`m _{hboÀ`m
gmoÝ`mÀ`m ~m§JS>çm d _§JigyÌ
KoD$Z ni H$mT>bm. gXa
gmoÝ`mÀ`m Xm{JÝ`m§Mr qH$_V
A§XmOo 1 bmI 80 hOma én`o
Agë`mMo VH«$marV Z_yX
H$aÊ`mV Ambo Amho. ̀ màH$aUr
dmñH$mo nmo{bg ñWmZH$mÀ`m
Cn{ZarjH$ {à`m§H$m nmQ>rb
nwT>rb Vnmg H$arV AmhoV.

gXa KQ>Zm 30 Am°ŠQ>mo~a
amoOr KS>br. gw{MVm

`m§À`mOdi Amboë`m ì`º$sZo
ñdV…bm nmo{bg H$_©Mmar
Agë`mMo ~VmdUr Ho$br. Ë`m

ì`º$sZo hmVmVrb ~m§JS>çm d
Jù`mVrb _§JigyÌ hmVmVrb
ng©_Ü`o R>odÊ`mg
gm§{JVbo.gÜ`m Mmoa`m hmoV
Agë`mZo ng©_Ü`o Xm{JZo
R>odë`mZo gwa{jV amhVrb, Ago
Ë`m ì`º$sZo gm§{JVbo. Ë`mZ§Va
Vo Xm{JZo ng©_Ü`o `mo½`[aË`m
R>odë`m H$s Zmhr ho nmhÊ`mMm
~hmUm H$ê$Z Ë`m ì`º$sZo Xm{JZo

ni{dbo. gXa àH$ma bjmV
Amë`mda gw{MVm `m§Zr nmo{bg
VH«$ma Ho$br. gXa ì`º$s 45 Vo
50 df} d`moJQ>mVrb Amho.VrMr
C§Mr 5.2 \y$Q> hmoVr. VrZo nm§T>am
nyU© ~møMm eQ>© amImS>r a§JmMr
n±Q> n[aYmZ Ho$br hmoVr.
`màH$aUr dmñH$mo nmo{bgm§Zr
AkmV ì`º$s{damoYmV JwÝhm Zm|X
Ho$bm Amho. 

Q>r‘ X¡{ZH$ hoamëS>

gmIir, {X. 7…  Amåhr Aer enW
KoD$̀ m H$s Amåhr Am_À m̀ H$m̀ m©b m̀V
VgoM H$m̀ ©H«$_ ñWir nona ½bmg VWm
H$nMm dmna H$aUma Zmhr. Amåhr
Am_À`m H$m ©̀b`mVrb H$_©Mmè`m§Zm
nona ½bmg d H$nMm dmna Z
H$aÊ`m§{df`r OmJ¥Vr H$aÊ`mMo H$m ©̀
H$aUma. VgoM nona ½bmg d H$n À`m
OmJr ñQ>rb AWdm H$mMoÀ`m ½bmgMm
dmna H$aÊ m̀da ̂ a XoUma Aer, H$m°boO
A±S> [agM© g|Q>a AmgJm§d ~mX}eMo
àmÜ`mnH$ S>m°. amOoe noS>UoH$a
{dÚmÏ`mªgh n`m©daU nwaH$ enW
KoVbr. Amåhr nonaMo ½bmg d H$nm§Zm
ZH$ma XoD$, Am_Mo Amamo½̀  gm§̂ miy Ago
AmdmhZ S>m°. noS>UoH$a Amnë`m OmJ¥Vr
_mo{h_oA§VJ©V Ho$bo.

{ddoH$mZ§X kmZ _§{Xa hm̀ ñHy$b Ho$ar
gÎmarÀ`m VrZ {Xder` {e{~a
Am̀ mo{OV H$m̀ ©H«$_m§V nona ½bmg_YyZ
Ja_ nXmW© godZ H$aUo YmoŠ`mMo `m
{df m̀da Vo ~mobV hmoVo.

S>m°. noS>UoH$a ¶m§Zr gm§{JVbo H$s, nona
½bmg d H$nm§Zm AmVyZ ßbmpñQ>H$Mo
AmdaU AgVo. Vo AmdaU Ja_ Mhm,

nmUr AWdm H$moUVmhr Ja_ nXmW© Ë`m
H$n AWdm ½bmg_Ü ò KmVë m̀Z§Va Vo
AmdaU {daKiyZ Amnë m̀ nmoQ>mV OmVo.
Vo {daKibobo AmdaU Amnë m̀ nmoQ>mV
Joë`mZo AZoH$ amoJm§Zm AmnU Am_§ÌU
XoVmo. ̀ m nona ½bmg d H$nm§_Ü ò bmdbobo
ßbmpñQ>H$Mo AmdaU ho AË §̀V H$_r
XOm©À m̀ ßbmpñQ>H$Mo Agë m̀Zo Ë`mMm
Amnë`m earamda  KmVH$ Agm
n[aUm_ hmoVmo.

Amåhr {dÚmb`mÀ`m {dÚmÏ`mªZr
Amnë`m nmbH$m§Zm, JmdmVrb
ZmJ[aH$m§Zm VgoM Amnë`m {_Ì -
n[admambm `m{df`r OmJ¥Vr H$ê$Z
gm§Jm`bm hdo. nona ½bmg d H$nm§Mm

dmna H$aUmè`m§Zm Ë`mMm Xþîn[aUm_
gm§Jm`bm hdm. ho gm§JVmZm Ë`m§Zr
n`m©daU OVZmMmhr {dÚmÏ`mªZm _§Ì
{Xbm.Ë`m§Zr àË`jmV nona ½bmg d
H$nm§Zm H$emàH$mao ßbmpñQ>H$Mo AmdaU
AgVo, `mMo àmË`{jH$M H$ê$Z
XmIdbo. nona ½bmg d H$nm§À`m
dmnam_wio Amnë`mbm hmoUmè`m AZoH$
amoJm§{df`rhr S>m°. noS>UoH$a ¶m§Zr _m{hVr
{Xbr.

`mdoir Ë`m§Zr OmJ¥VrnÌHo$hr
CnpñWV {dÚmÏ`mªZm VgoM JmdmVrb
ZmJ[aH$m§Zm Am{U åhmXB© A^`maÊ`m
dZ joÌ dZ{d m̂J A{YH$mar d H$_©Mmar
m̀§Zmhr nona ½bmg d H$nm§{df r̀ OmJ¥Vr

H$aUmar nÌHo$ {Xbr. ̀ mdoir H$m°boO A±S>
[agM© g|Q>a AmgJm§d ~mX}eMo S>m°. C_oe
Jmdg, S>m°. am_ Jmdg CnpñWV hmoVo.

m̀doir AmR>dr Vo XhmdrÀ m̀ dJm©Vrb
{dÚmWu, gwb© gÎmarÀ`m n§M gmo{Z`m
Jm§dH$a, {ddoH$mZ§X kmZ _§{Xa
hm`ñHy$bMo à^mar _w»`mÜ`mnH$
Jmo{nZmW Jmdg, g§ñWoMo AÜ`j
Zm_Xod Jmdg, I{OZXma {dR>mo~m
Ho$aH$a, nmbH$ {ejH$ g§K AÜ`j
em§Vmam_ Jmdg, CnmÜ`j Z§Xm amD$V
BVa nXm{YH$mar àëhmX Jmdg, ~m~bmo
Jmdg, JUJmo Jmdg VgoM {Zdmgr
{e{~amMo à_wI am_Xmg eoQ>H$a, g§Xoe
Ho$gaH$a VgoM {ejH$ qg{W`m

\$Zmª{S>g, g{Zem _wiJmdH$a,
M§ÐeoIa Jmdg, Jm¡adr Jmdg, Am`m©
Omoer, Adr nadma, {X{njm Zm`H$,
ñZohb amD$V, O |̀Ð Ho$aH$a, gwhmZr
Jmdg, {Z_©bm Jmdg ̀ m§Zr  ̀ moJXmZ
{Xbo.

2 {d{dY
ewH«$dma,
8 Zmoìh|~a 2024

nmZ 1 dê$Z

\w$JS>r, Z¥Ë` ñnYmªV gmVoar
H$bm g§K, {Z{H$VmMr M_H$ 

nmo{bg Agë¶mMo ̂ mgdyZ ̂ m‘Q>çmZo _{hbobm bwQ>bo
}gmoÝ¶mÀ¶m ~m§JS>çm,
‘§JigyÌ KoD$Z H$mT>bm
ni …  dmñH$mo nmo{bgm§V
g§e{¶Vm{déÕ JwÝhm
Zm|X

nona ½bmg_YyZ Ja_ nXmW© godZ H$aUo YmoŠ`mMo
S>m°. amOoe noS>UoH$a  nona ½bmg Z dmnaÊ`mMr {dÚmÏ`mªZr KoVbr enW 

gmIir … nona ½bmg_YyZ Ja_ nXmW© godZ H$aUo YmoŠ`mMo ̀ m {df`mdarb gÌmV S>m°. amOoe noS>UoH$a ̀ m§Mo
\w$bm§Zr ñdmJV H$aVmZm JmonrZmW Jmdg. gmo~V S>m°. C_oe Jmdg d S>m°. am_ Jmdg, em§Vmam_ Jmdg. 

gd©  J«m_n§Mm`VtZm H$Mam H$a 
dgyc H$aUo A{Zdm`©  … _w»`_§Ìr 
à`ËZm§Zm AmUIr g_Ýd` XoÊ`mgmR>r, _w»`_§Í`m§Zr O¡d{dKQ>Zerb, Zm°Z-
~m`mo{S>J«oSo>~b, Am¡Úmo{JH$ Am{U KmVH$ H$Mè`mMm g_mdoe H$ê$Z H$Mè`mda
gd©g_mdoeH$nUo à{H«$`m H$aÊ`mgmR>r g§~§{YV {d^mJ, H§$ÌmQ>Xma Am{U
^mJYmaH$m§gmo~V ~¡R>H$ KoÊ`mMr ̀ moOZm Omhra Ho$br. gaH$maÀ`m _hÎdnyU©
Jw§VdUwH$s_wio Jmodm H$Mam_wº$ amhrb, Aer ½dmhr Ë`m§Zr {Xbr. AmT>mdm
~¡R>H$sV H$i§JwQ>Mo Am_Xma _m`H$b bmo~mo, {edmobrÀ`m Am_Xma {Xbm`bm
bmo~mo, gmiJmdMo Am_Xma Ho$Xma ZmB©H$ ̀ m§À`mgh ñWm{ZH$ gan§M, n§Mm`V
gXñ` Am{U n§Mm`V g{Mdm§gh CÎma Jmoì`mÀ`m {H$ZmanÅ>rdarb Am_Xmam§Mm
gh^mJ hmoVm.
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Shiv Sena (UBT) chief 
Uddhav Thackeray during 
the launch of the party’s 
manifesto ahead of the 
Maharashtra Assembly 
polls, in Mumbai

Police personnel try to 
stop Congress activists 
during protest against R G 
Kar Medical Collage and 
Hospital rape and murder 
incident, in Kolkata

Delhi Police Commissioner 
Sanjay Arora during the 
inaugural session of ’Anti-
Terror Conference’, in New 
Delhi, on Thursday

Mortal remains of folk 
singer late Sharda Sinha 
being carried for her last 
rites, in Patna. Sinha, 72, 
passed away on Tuesday, 
in Delhi

PTI, NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Thursday 
said its direction to delete 
the  “caste” column apart 
from any caste reference 
in undertrials or convicts' 
registers in jails will not 
impede the collection of 
data by National Crime Re-
cords Bureau (NCRB).

A bench of Chief Justice D 
Y Chandrachud and Justic-
es J B Pardiwala and Manoj Misra made the clarification.

In a landmark verdict 
delivered on October 3, the 
apex court banned caste-
based discrimination like 
division of manual labour, 
segregation of barracks and 
bias against prisoners of de-notified tribes and ha-
bitual offenders by holding 
as  “unconstitutional” the jail 

manual rules of 10 states for 
fostering such biases.

“The 'caste' column and 
any references to caste in 
undertrial and/or convicts 
prisoners' registers inside 
the prisons shall be delet-
ed,” stated one of the direc-
tions in the verdict.

Senior advocate S Mural-
idhar, appearing for the pe-
titioner on whose plea the 
verdict was delivered, said 
a prayer in the application 
sought non-hinderance to 
the exercise of the NCRB 
data collection by the di-
rection of caste reference 
removal from the registers.

“That may be necessary,” 
Additional Solicitor General 
Aishwarya Bhati weighed in.

When the bench noted 
that the NCRB ought to 

NCRB data collection in prisons can 
go on, SC clarifies in caste bias matter

have moved the apex court for such a clarification, 
Bhati said she had instruc-
tions from the Ministry of 
Home Affairs for its issu-
ance by the court.”... it is clarified that di-
rection (iv) will not impede 
the collection of data by the 
NCRB,” the bench said.

In its October 3 verdict, 
the top court observed that 
the  “right to live with dig-
nity” extended  “even to the 
incarcerated”.

The Centre and the states 
were accordingly directed 
to amend their prison man-
uals and laws within three months and file compliance 
reports before the top court.

The top court was deal-
ing with certain discrim-
inatory provisions of jail 
manuals of Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal, Madhya 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, 
Odisha, Kerala, Maharash-
tra, Karnataka and Him-
achal Pradesh when it set 

aside the same.
“Rules that discrimi-

nate among individual 
prisoners on the basis of their caste specifically or 
indirectly by referring to 

proxies of caste identity 
are violative of Article 14 
on account of invalid clas-sification and subversion 
of substantive equality,” it 
had held.

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Enforcement Directo-
rate Thursday conducted 
searches against some of 
the “main vendors” op-
erating on platforms of 
e-commerce giants Ama-
zon and Flipkart as part
of a foreign direct invest-
ment “violation” investiga-tion, official sources said.

A total of 19 premises of 
these “preferred” vendors 
located in Delhi, Gurugram 

ED searches ‘preferred’ 
vendors of Amazon, Flipkart 

in FEMA probe
and Panchkula (Haryana), 
Hyderabad (Telangana) and 
Bengaluru (Karnataka).

PTI, HYDERABAD: A 
19-year-old woman staff a
school died and four of her
colleagues fell ill after eat-
ing food at a restaurant in
Nirmal town of Telangana,
police said on Thursday.

The woman from Madhya 
Pradesh, was working in 
the kitchen of the school in 

Boath mandal, in the Adila-
bad district of Telangana. 
She, along with four other 
school staff members, had 
consumed chicken dishes at 
the hotel on November 2.

After returning to 
Boath, they experienced 
vomiting and diarrhoea 
that same night. 

Woman dies after eating food at 
restaurant in Telangana, 4 others ill


		2024-11-08T11:04:25+0530
	ASHEEBA PEREIRA




